
Context Statement
The Advisory Teacher for Children and Young People (CYP) with Visual Impairment operates within a peripatetic specialist service, supporting learners from diagnosis through to post-16 across a range of educational settings, homes, and community environments. The role sits within Dorset Council’s Education and Youth provision and contributes to ensuring equitable access to education for CYP with visual impairment, including those with complex additional needs.
Working collaboratively with schools, families, health professionals, and wider services, the Advisory Teacher provides expert guidance on the educational implications of visual impairment, including teaching strategies, curriculum access, and the effective use of specialist equipment and technology. The role also includes direct teaching, assessment (including functional vision and learning media assessments), and the development of tailored intervention programmes to promote academic progress, independence, and social-emotional development.
The service operates within a framework of inclusive education, supporting mainstream and specialist settings to meet statutory duties and improve outcomes. The Advisory Teacher also contributes to workforce development through training, advice, and modelling best practice, including in areas such as braille and the expanded core curriculum.
As part of a multidisciplinary approach, the role involves close liaison with health and social care professionals and may include acting as a keyworker or lead professional. The post holder manages a caseload, monitors progress against agreed outcomes, and ensures that provision adapts to changing patterns of need across the local authority. 
